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In Japan, the reform of the university entrance examination has led to “the relaxation of overheated
examination competition”. The recent development is the introduction of the “Admission Office” system,
admitting students into colleges upon the recommendations of high school presidents. This is a new
selection method increasing diversification and individualization in the university entrance exam. In K_orea,
like Japan, an action for reforming the university entrance exam is in progress in Korea, where the students
have been troubled with excessive examination competition for a long time. This article examines what
king of selection method the Koreans have to evaluate applicants for the university entrance exam, what
background they have for the reform, what criteria they have for selection, and how they are trying to
enhance the qualifications and abilities of the examinees.
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