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Foreword

RACKHAM, David W.

Director, Institute for Educational Research and Service

The Institute for Educational Research and
Service (IERS) is an academic organisation
dedicated to the promotion and support of
research and service in the field of education
and its variousAoognate disciplines and
professions. As the current director of the IERS,
| am pleased to present for your consideration
Volume 50 of the Institute’s annual flagship
pubiication, Educational Studies.

Founded in 1953, the IERS celebrated its
50 ™ anniversary in AY 2003 with a special
commemorative symposium. Volume 50 of
Educational Studies appears in 2008 which is,
in fact, the 55 ™ year of operation for the
Institute. The discrepancy between Volume
number and years of Institute activity resides in
the fact that for various reasons Educational
Studies was not published for five of the 55
academic years which have passed since the
founding of the Institute in 1953.

Volume 50 of any periodical is an event to
celebrate. We have sought to celebrate Volume
50 of Educational Studies by soliciting as many
articles as eligible contributors were willing
and able to provide. You will find in this volume
22 articles contributed by Institute members,
research fellows and research associates under
the general headings of Educational Policy
Studies, Psychology, Clinical Psychology, Media
and Society, and English Language Education.
These, of course, represent in general the
scholarly mandates of the Institute. In addition,
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you will find two doctoral dissertation abstracts,
a book review, and reports of ongoing activities
sponsored by the Institute. As usual, notes
for the submission of manuscripts and an
associated style sheet are included for the
benefit of prospective future contributors to
Educational Studies. | would like to express
my profound gratitude to all those whose
contributions serve collectively to make Volume
50 egual to Volume 48 as a record breaker in
terms of the number of articles appearing in a
single issue. ‘

Many of you will know that information on
IERS events and activities is regularly updated
on the Institute’s Website (http://subsite.icu.
ac.jp/iers). Please note as well that the IERS
Website is home to a subsite associated with
a Center of Excellence (COE) project which
has been under the direction of Professor
Akihiro Chiba, a former IERS director. At this
site, you will find links in Japanese and English
to the latest research on literacy and issues
related to education for conviviality for the .
benefit of specialists and practitioners around
the world who are working in this field. In the
forthcoming academic year we plan to upgrade
the IERS Web Page to make it a more effective,
efficient and attractive vehicle for disseminating
information about Institute activities.

Educational Studies is now distributed to
more than 250 libraries and institutions around
the world. To our readers at home and abroad,



we thank you for your interest and concern and
we welcome any comments and suggestions
you care to share with us.

Finally, 1 would like to extend my sincere
appreciation for the kind support | have enjoyed
from all members of the Institute over this
past year. A special debt of gratitude is owed
to Mr. Naotake Tsukidate and Ms. Kaori Doi
who -have worked long and hard as Assistant
Editor for Volume 50 of Educational Studies.
Heartfelt thanks are also extended to Ms. Ikuko
Mitsui, Ms. Mieko Sato and Ms. Nami Hino
who, as invaluable members of the IERS staff,
play a critical role in sustaining the activities of
the Institute from day to day throughout the
academic year.
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