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Waiting in the Wings — Volume 50 of Educational Studies

RACKHAM, David W.

On February 28% 2004, toward the end of

Academic Year (AY) 2003, a commemorative

gathering was held at the International Christian
University to celebrate the 50™ anniversary of
the founding of the Institute of Educational
Research and Service (IERS) in 1953. The first
director of the Institute, Professor Daishiro Hidaka
(1898-1977), described the aims of the new
institute in the first volume of what was to become
the flagship publication of the Institute, Educational
Studies. The founding issue of Educational Studies,
Volume 1, was published in AY 1955. Due to
the student disputes, Educational Studies was
not published in AY1965, AY1968, AY1970, and
AY1972. Why it was not published in AY1980
remains somewhat of a mystery at this writing. On
the other hand, Educational Studies was published
twice in AY1955 and AY1971, respectively.

Volume 50 of Educational Studies is scheduled
to appear in AY2007. In anticipation of Volume
50 and in recognition of the Institute’s mandate,
aspirations and accomplishments over its first fifty
years, we are taking this opportunity to re-publish
in the original Japanese with English translation that
seminal article by Professor Hidaka entitled “The
Aims and Programs of ICU Institute of Educational
Research and Service (IERS).”

As the first director of the IERS, Professor
Daishiro Hidaka assumed responsibility for
articulating the goals of the Institute, especially in
regard to preparing the way for the Graduate School
of Education which was inaugurated in April 1957
with Professor Hidaka as its first dean. He also
served simultaneously as chairperson of the newly
established Division of Education in the College
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of Liberal Arts. According to Iglehart (1964, p.
138), “The Instituté of Educational Research and
Service, later to flower into the Graduate School
of Education, was at work on five or six projects,
all related to ICU’s immediate objectives. Among
the most central concerns were a study of the
philosophy underlying Japan’s new education, of
Christian principles for education in Asia, study
and experimentation in audio-visual education,
and problems of guidance in student counseling;
later research would be devoted to the fields of
international education and the psychology and
sociology of education. These educational studies
were the mainstream of interest, and of need, of all
educators in the new Japan and were destined to be
influential in the shaping of educational thinking
throughout the country. The projects were under
the direction of Hidaka, the dean-elect. They were
made possible by a Rockefeller Foundation grant
made in 1952 and later renewed.” _ s
For the English translation of the original article
in Japanese, sincere grattitude is expressed to
Professor Akira Tachikawa, Professor of:Education
at the International Christian University, currently
serving as Dean of the Graduate School. All
IERS members, Research fellows and associates
are ecnouraged to reflect upon the original aims
and mandate of the Institute as articulated in
Volume 1 by our first director, Professor Daishiro
Hidaka. Please help in the celebration of the
accomplishments and ongoing work of our Institute
by agreeing to contribute an article to Volume 50 of
Educational Studies for which'preparation has now

begun.
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