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- Two experimental questionnaire surveys examined the importance of the conception of
“futsu” among Japanese. In both studies, respondents were presented two imaginary stories
of a normative/deviant person. The stories differed in the degree of binding of the situations.
Respondents rated the impression on the central figure from each story. In study 1, the difference
between the central figure and others was suggested in a quantitative way. The person performing
similar to others was recognized as “futsu”, whereas the figure superior/inferior to others was
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perceived to be less “futsu”. The evaluations of personality traits such as positiveness and
stability, and interpersonal attraction were influenced by the level of performance. In study 2,
dealing with qualitative differences, respondents evaluated the normative person to be more
* “futsu” than the deviant, and the deviant was rated more positive than the normative. The effects
on the interpersonal evaluation, however, were not mediated by the “futsu” cognition in both
studies. The results implied that “futsu” cognition would not become salient, with perception on

others.
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