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The English education of Korean “elementary school” began in as “extracumcular activities”
from 1981 for students over 4th grade. Since 1994 English education in elementary schools has
become one of the compulsory subjects when Korea joined WTO. And, based on a report submitted
to the President in 1995 by “a Globalization Promotion Committee”, MOE decided that English
education to be a compulsory subject for students over than 3rd grade from 1997. In China, it
was 1978 just after “Culutural Revolution” that English education appeared as part of foreign
language education in a course of study of elementary schools. English education has become
part of a curriculum of elementary schools in a reform of secondary education organization with
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globalization of the 21st century formally. English education has become part of a new curriculum
step by step formally in elementary schools from some districts in China from 2001. As what
happened in Korea behind these reforms, there were strong demands in the society, especially from
parents for English education because of such international trends as WTO participation and Beijing

Olympics China of 2008.
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