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A Survey on the Difference in the Usage of “hai” and “ee”
—Through a Questionnaire Using Comics—

Yasuko Kanayama, Rica Ninomiya

This paper examined the difference in the recognition of “hai” and “ee” through a questionnaire
using comics.

The results indicate that the subjects (28 Japanese native) made a conscious decision about whether
to use “hai” or “ee”.

We found general usages. On the other hand, many reasons for the use of “hai” and “ee” which
cannot be fully explained by previous studies, were also found. For instance, we found that “hai” shows

stronger agreement than “ee” does. We also found that with regard to the reason for choosing “ee”,

ELINTS s

“speakers’ feeling,” “speakers’ image,” and “image of ‘ee’” are prominent factors. Furthermore, the
participants of the survey stated that “ee” is an emotional response that occurs before logical thinking and
judgment take place.

Consequently, we found that as compared to “hai”, “ee” can mean “yes plus something more” ; this

“something more” captures various feelings of a speaker.





