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Today, teacher certification programs are expected to equip teachers not only with teaching skills of
their specialty, but also with diverse quahtles such as a wide Varlety of knowledge, research styles, and
education methods. This study examines teacher certification programs, specifically focusing on the
education of “peace, security and éonviviality, which may be a part of a teachers’ expected knowledge. A
questionnaire was distributed to 446 public and private universities (324 private universities are members of
The Nationwide Private University Research Liaison and 119 are public universities) between November,
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2004 and January, 2005. The questions include (1) whether there is a teacher certification program that
trains the students’ teaching skills in the areas of “ peace, security and conviviality”; (2) if so, whether the
program is a requirement for all the students that are taking the teachers’ certification program; (3) for what

categories the classes are offered; and (4) what kind of classes they are. The results indicated two kinds of

problems in teacher certification programs. First, it may be essential to enlighten the way of thjnking and

the way of life of the students who want to be teachers themselves, as well as teaching the basic knowledge

of education. Second, it may be necessary to develop ways of training the students’ teaching skills to work

more effectively with children dealing with today’s problems.
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