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Service Learning: Opening up fresh possibilities for TJFL 
case study of two students in volunteer service  

Mikiko Kurokawa 

 

 This study introduces “Service Learning”(SL) which became popular in the US in 1980’s and has 

recently come into the public limelight in Japan, and discusses the possibilities that SL brings into TJFL 

context. SL, based on the experiential education theory of John Dewey, aims to help students learn living 

knowledge from social service activities they engage in of their own will. It is similar to project work in 

emphasizing the importance of experience, however this study considers the difference between these methods. 

The case study of two students in volunteer service suggests that project work that focuses on linguistic and 

socio-cultural learning may impede overseas students in building human relationships with Japanese people. 

Alternatively, volunteer service seems to be effective not only in linguistic and socio-cultural learning but also 

in developing in the learner a sense of responsibility, career plans, and cross-cultural symbiosis. From the 

results of the case study I argue that introducing SL into TJFL will expand its possibilities as global citizenship 

education. Furthermore, the details of how to introduce SL, such as grading methodology, are also discussed. 

 

 




