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This is a case study on inter-ministry policymaking which has been increasingly needed under the contexts of
diversified and more complex policy needs and the move for more comprehensive governance. This article selected the
integration policy of kindergarten system and nursery school system as a case in point. While the former system is under
Ministry of Education, and the latter is under Ministry of Welfare and Labor in Japan, the Chief Cabinet Office under the
powerful leadership of Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi has been demanding the integration of two systems through
strongly reform-minded councils. .

This article first gives a historical overview of the two systems and the integration policy. Then it explores what inter-
ministry coordination was made, how ministerial interests were pursued and maintained, what compromises were made,

by mainly examining meeting minutes and newspaper articles.
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