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Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Monbusho), announced a new Course of Study
in 1998. At that time, a “Period for Integrated Study” was introduced as one of a set of new curricular innovations
at elementary, lower and upper secondary level schools. However, many teachers have been confused about its
objectives and, furthermore, have experienced it as an undue increase in their workload. ‘

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the significance of the “Period for Integrated Study” and to examine its
effects on educational practice in two educational practicum contexts: in a pre-service teacher training program at ICU
and in an in-service teacher training program at a Christian elementary school. I summarize five significant features

and four problems, or issues, to be resolved, and I propose some needed efforts for curricular development.
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