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Foreword

David W. Rackham

Director, Institute of Educational Research and Service

| am pleased to present for your consideration
Volume 48 of Educational Studies, the flagship
journal of the Institute for Educational Research
and Service (IERS). As is typical for this
journal, this issue contains articles authored by
scholars in a variety of fields related to the
mandate of the Institute, including the
philosophy of education, international and
comparative education, educational technology
and communication (audio-visual education),
educational psychology, social psychology,
clinical psychology, and language research and
teaching. | hope you will find these articles to
be stimulating and useful in support of your own
efforts in educational research and service.

Also included in this issue is an outline of
IERS-related activities over the 2005-2006
academic year plus a report related to the
special, ongoing |IERS-related activities known
as Jissen-Share-No-Kai.

Jissen-Share-No-Kai is an organization
consisting of teachers interested in how to
enhance schooling opportunities for non-
Japanese children in the Japanese school
system. -Jissen-Share-No-Kai holds two
workshops per year in July and December, at
least one of which is held at the International
Christian University under IERS auspices. |

There are indications that another longstanding
IERS-sponsored Bilingual Children's Educational
Project, may be drawing to a close as the pool of
ICU-related children in the target age range
continues to shrink.

Other information about |IERS activities of

possible interest to readers may be found by
visiting the bilingual IERS website
(http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/iers) which also
includes a link to one of the Center of
Excellence (COE) projects currently under way
at ICU. Links to selected Open Lecture
presentations may also be found at this site.

Educational Studies is now distributed to
more than 200 libraries and institutions around
the world. To our readers at home and abroad,
we thank you for your interest and concern and
we welcome any comments and suggestions
you care to share with us. Given this significant :
overseas circulation, we encourage |IERS
members to submit articles for publication in
upcoming issues of the journal as a meaningful
way in which to disseminate your work to a
wider audience both within and beyond Japan.

| am pleased to announce that the first
volume of a special Monograph Series
published under IERS auspices will soon be
appearing. This monograph series will address
various issues related to education and related
disciplines such as psychology, communication,
and language, with a depth and breadth not
possible in the Institute’s regular annual journal,
Educational Studies. Editorial responsibility for
any given volume in this series resides with IERS
members who have an interest in disseminating
their work via this medium, possibly in
collaboration with colleagues holding similar
interests.

In June 20086, the IERS will sponsor the
annual Japanese Society of Language Sciences
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(JSLS) conference. This is a prestigious event

‘which will bring credit and recognition to the
Institute and the university at large. Special
thanks are extended to Professor Suzanne
Quay, IERS member, who brought the
possibility of hosting this conference to our
attention and who is playing a major role in its
planning.

In the coming 2006-2007 academic year, two
special volumes commemorating the fifty-plus
years of the IERS will be published, one in
Japanese and one in English. These volumes
will consist of reprints of selected articles which
have appeared in Educational Studies over the
years since its inception in 1955. Articles will be
selected based on their relevance to the
mandate of the IERS as stated originally by its
first director, Prof. Daishiro Hidaka. For Director
Hidaka, the mandate of the IERS was: (1) to
conduct research on the philosophy of
education (especially the new democratically
and internationally oriented educational
enterprise inherent in the ICU vision); (2) to
undertake research on the principles of
Christianity in education (particularly in Asia);
(3) to carry out survey research on education
for international understanding; (4) to sponsor
research on the psychology and sociology of
education; (5) to initiate research and testing
related to the newly emerging field of
audiovisual education; and (6) to undertake a
survey of guidance problems of university
students. The ICU University Bulletin issued in
1963 on the 10" anniversary of the founding of
ICU reiterated this mandate along with the
addition of several other research projects,
including a survey of concrete methods of
science education in junior and senior Japanese
high schooals. ‘

As the International Christian University
engages in a reform of its undergraduate and
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graduate programmes, the future of the current
research institutes, including the IERS, is
unclear. It seems that change is inevitable. The
current research institutes may be re-combined
into a smaller set of institutes or one single ICU
research institute may emerge. Much will
depend on the future configuration of the
graduate programmes at ICU. ’

Finally, | would like to extend my sincere
gratitude to the Assistant Editor for this issue,
Ms. Tomoko Yamashita, who has laboured
tirelessly on behalf of the journal. Without her
commitment and patience, this volume would
not be appearing on schedule this year. It is
therefore with great regret that | announce that
she will be leaving the IERS to take up a
position at another university from April 20086.
While she will be truly missed here at the
Institute, | wish her every success in her new
endeavors.

To all members of the IERS, its Research
Fellows and Associates, and the staff members
of the Institute, | extend my heartfelt gratitude
for your kindness and cooperation over this past
year. | trust that your continued association
with the Institute will remain an important part of
your academic endeavours during the coming
academic year.



