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Foreword

David W. Rackham

The institute for Educational Research and
Service (IERS) is an academic organization
dedicated to the promotion and support of
research and sérvice in the field of education
and its various cognate disciplines and
professions. As the current director of the IERS,
| am pleased to present for your consideration
Volume 47 of the Institute’s annual publication,
Educational Studies.

In this issue, articles come from authors based
in Japanese institutions as well as institutions
located in Israel and Malaysia. Among the specific
themes addressed in Volume 47 are the following:
language education, language code-switching,
Christianity and education, literacy education, aid
cooperation in Viethamese educational contexts,
family sociology, education and psychologically
safe space, personality development in
adolescents, impact of school experience on
individual lives, teacher and pupil classroom
dynamics, web-based education design, digital
broadcasting and education, and suicide and
post-war Japanese secondary education. | hope
you will find these articles to be interesting and
stimulating and useful to your own efforts in
educational research and service.

In line with recent practice, outlines of the
major activities of the Institute over the past
academic year are included with this issue.
Institute sponsored Open Lectures are
highlighted and summaries of the activities of
Institute-affiliated projects are presented,
including the ongoing Bilingual Children’s
Project (BCEP) and the Jissen-Share-No-Kai
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project, both of which are devoted to
encouraging a sense of multiculturalism and
muiltilingualism in their participating members.

Many of you will know that information on IERS
events and activities is regularly updated on the
Institute’s Website (http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/iers).
Please note as well as that the IERS Website is
now home to a subsite associated with a Center
of Excellence (COE) project under the direction
of Professor Akihiro Chiba, COE Visiting
Professor and former IERS director. At this site,
you will find links in Japanese and English to the
latest research on issues related to education
for conviviality for the benefit of specialists and
practitioners around the world who are working
in this field.

The Institute also maintains an open Archives
available to students, faculty and anyone
interested in the activities of the Institute.

Regarding upcoming developments_ at the
Institute, | am pleased to announce that we are
planning to expand our range of publications
beginning in the forthcoming academic year,
and there will be a monograph associated with
a COE-related project under the directorship of
Professor Hidenori Fujita. Consultations are
also under way regarding the possibility of
extending the range of possible contributors to
future volumes of Educational Studies.

Educational Studies is now distributed to
more than 200 libraries and institutions around
the world . To our readers at home and abroad,
we thank you for your interest and concern and
we welcome any comments and suggestions



you care to share with us.

Finally, I would like to extend my sincere
appreciation for the kind support | have enjoyed
from all members of the Institute over this past

year. A great debt of gratitude is owed to Ms.

Tomoko Yamashita who has served as
Assistant Editor for Volume 47. Heartfelt thanks
are also extended to Ms. Ikuko Mitsui, Ms.
Mieko Sato, Ms. Nami Hino, Ms. Kaori Doi, and
Mr. Shinichi Sato, who, as IERS Staff members
play an invaluable role in keeping the activities of
the Institute ongoing from day to day
throughout the academic year.
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