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ABSTRACT

Emily Dickinson left almost 1800 poems many of which in bundles later called fascicles ; they have been usually
regarded as mss of poems chronologically bounded just for preservation. Recently in the United States, however,
some scholars find unity in fascicles without clarifying why only their particular fascicles have unity under the
editor Dickinson. My hypotheses are Franklin’s fascicles are Emily Dickinson’s poetry in parts and his “sets” are
groups of poems waiting for later inclusion in further fascicles.

My project is to offer the poet a persistent reader taking her fascicles as collections of poems edited by the poet
herself and as more than just chronological. My method of reading - thinking - fermenting - writing of /about
fascicles was formed by Stanley Fish’s Reader Response Criticism and has been the main engine in my analyses of
Fascicles 1 and 2 and will take me as far as Fascicle 40.

Fascicle 2 is not just a bundle of poems but an elaborately edited collection of poems, meaningfully following
Fascicle 1. In Fascicle 1 Dickinson the editor juxtaposes nature and man in terms of time : nature rotates and
overcomes time; man proceeds in a forward direction, dies and never returns. In Fascicle 2 against the softening
background of nature are presented big themes like death, time, the human destiny of death and faith in Christ
and lastly the poet’s almost biographically scrupulous feelings about having faith. Although Fascicle 2 is breath-
lessly and daringly taking in big themes as the second fascicle in a work of 40, it quite impressively binds these
themes and reveals Emily Dickinson as the tactful editor.
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(1]

There is a word

Which bears a sword

Can pierce an armed man —
It hurls it’s barbed syllables
And is mute again —

But where it fell

The saved will tell

On patriotic day,

Some epauletted Brother

Gave his breath away.

Wherever runs the breathless sun —
Wherever roams the day —

There is it’s noiseless onset —
There is it’s victory !

Behold the keenest marksman !



The most accomplished shot !
Time’s sublimest target

Is a soul “ forgot!”
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Through lane it lay - thro’ bramble —
Through clearing and thro wood —
Banditti often passed us

Opon the lonely road.

The wolf came peering curious —
The Owl looked puzzled down —
The serpent’s satin figure

Glid stealthily along,

The tempests touched our garments —
The lightning’ poinards gleamed —
Fierce from the Crag above us

The hungry Vulture screamed —

The satyrs fingers beckoned —
The valley murmured “Come” —
These were the mates —

This was the road

These children fluttered home.

TAFVAYDEL DFEOEETERILT (
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RHABLLYL IO 2] 2T THRATHI ) &
T57%%, BE® [it] 3TBERIC 58] 287
TLICRBEAS. BROMILD LD REVE
DEBRICBATVBELIICRZB DN, NED
BEOFIZEBEATOLLOIEFERITTWE L)
WCRZD [ 728 TLBEHICRABED
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[13]

To venerate the simple days

Which lead the seasons by —

Needs but to remember

That from you or [,

They may take the trifle

Termed mortality !

To invest existence with a stately air —
Needs but to remember

That the Acorn there

Is the egg of forests

For the upper Air !
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2]
I keep my pledge.

I was not called —

Death did not notice me.

I bring my Rose.

I plight again,

By every sainted Bee —

By Daisy called from hillside —
by Bobolink from lane.
Blossom and I -

Her oath, and mine —

Will surely come again.

COFEGWTAHENCETIOFD [0 & L
TO R 2FATAZTNIER SR, ZOFIE
2o 2 ORNDEIITTAF A VHREL
BROHIEFHEEERLTWAILEZRLTY
brEZOND, & BEPNI-FZIC Iz
RIS TEINI-ODEHERA LTINS, T
TR TH 3.

0]
There’s something quieter than sleep
Within this inner room !

It wears a sprig upon its breast —
And will not tell its name.

Some touch it, and some Kkiss it —
Some chafe its idle hand -

It has a simple gravity

I do not understand !

I would not weep if I were they —
How rude in one to sob !

Might scare the quiet fairy

Back to her native wood !

While simple-hearted neighbors
Chat of the “Early dead” -

We — prone to periphrasis

Remark that Birds have fled !

STWRETTY IV E 2 ZBUTHOTAR
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My wheel is in the dark !

I cannot see a spoke

Yet know its dripping feet

Go round and round.

My foot is on the Tide !

An unfrequented road —

Yet have all roads

A clearing at the end —

Some have resigned the Loom —
Some in the busy tomb

Find quaint employ —

Some with new — stately feet —
Pass royal through the gate —
Flinging the problem back
AtyouandI!

“wheel” £\ ) T EXIZ 77220 1 OUEOHE
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EETWVEW) ZEIFHRER RO FIZE W
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1§
A Day! Help! Help!

Another Day !

Your prayers, Oh Passer by !
From such a common ball as this
Might date a Victory !

From marshallings as simple

The flags of nations swang.
Steady — my soul | What issues

Opon thine arrow hang !

CZZWRHBENPHTETYS, B OBMARE 4D
FBYVESINTEL—FERITEITNTVL,
ANHHFENOFAOMEBED, EEDOKEVE
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Lainidzebsnd ) —2FELMIE3THD

[Your prayers] ®4Tdh 5. kg [Fo] Tixz

<T [Your] D759 h,
RT&kkiiczo7r 703 5] A
HFHEEVOTORETEL L) 2 L2 AP
BoA4 2= ([ sword ® barb, 2 @
poinards, (poniards D&Y 72) [4& [16 D arrow )
PfEo TEIZRMFIT T2, 2oz E#HL TPl o
EHIe (8] L) BEZEHATLIOHA
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COEMOMEICEL TBRD CTEELRDFY
FHATRED.

(8]
When I count the seeds
That are sown beneath —

To bloom so, bye and bye —

When I con the people
Lain so low —

To be received as high —

When I believe the garden
Mortal shall not see —
Pick by faith it’s blossom
And avoid it’s Bee,

I can spare this summer - unreluctantly.
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Heart ! We will forget him !

You and I — tonight !

You may forget the warmth he gave —
I will forget the light !

When you have done, pray tell me
That I may straight begin !

Haste ! lest while you’re lagging

I remember him !
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