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ABSTRACT

Many Asian countries including China are now experiencing rapid economic growth and social transfor-
mation. This paper examines some problems and issues of social welfare that may be brought about by
economic development and its associated social transformation, with a focus on juvenile crimes and |
education.

In general, economic development improves standards of living and social welfare, through the enhance-
ment of people’s incomes, education levels, housing conditions, health conditions and so forth. It is often
the case, however, that economic development does not take place evenly throughout the country and
among various social categories. Among many, the urban-rural gap and the persistent poverty, unemploy-
ment, deprivation, neglects, violence and crimes in the midst of economic affluence are typical examples.
The latter is even now found in many developed countries such as USA and UK.

These phenomena are often paid attention to as “distorted development.” The policy of social welfare
targets to manage these social problems associated with this “distorted development” or brought about by
structural contradictions of modern capitalist, market economy. But this challenging task requires appro-
priate actions not only on the part of government but also on the part of communities and institutional
organizations including schools as well as individuals and their families.

Juvenile crimes and anti-social behaviors, which are viewed as an indication of a failure of education and
social welfare as well as of social contradictions, are one of the major social and educational problems
facing modern industrial and affluent society. Many countries are now worried about it as a problem of

social disorder, a moral crisis of the society and a crisis of our children, and are struggling for coping with
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this problem.

Four major approaches to this problem can be identified: Disciplinary, remedial/therapeutic, educational
and environmental approaches. Education and community environment, or schools and local communi-
ties as “caring-community,” are important for developing morality, rule orientation, well-disciplined
behavior, sense of belongingness, self-efficacy, self-dignity and so forth, and thereby keep people from
committing to crimes and other anti-social behaviors. It is viewed as a general tendency, however, that
economic development and its associated social transformation tend to undermine the foundations for this
function of education and community.

In Japan the first two approaches are now growingly emphasized and the latter two tend to be either
discredited or left deteriorated; while in many western countries the policy orientation seems to turn
around toward the opposite direction. This is very much ironical, because juvenile crime rates are much
lower in Japan than in many western developed countries.

In the line of this story, the paper first makes a brief introduction to social welfare and security policies in
Japan; secondly, it examines some theoretical and practical issues on social welfare and social development;
thirdly, it focuses on juvenile crimes, examines the above-mentioned four major approaches and suggests
the importance of “caring-community”; fourthly, it makes a critical examination of current education
reforms that have been promoted by neo-liberal and neo-conservative ideologies and the logic of “the
socially and educationally strong”; and finally, it discusses the nature of current social transformation and
its associated challenges facing modern societies and education and proposes some organizing principles

for the development of “co-creative coexistence”.
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EHEPLERPBE KT JIRFHE] TH
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W - RERPRERE - BERESCRERS - BRI
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4AF¥ ) A% G LORKRFEROES, 20 [Ha
HER ] 1, BEOME - BB - v /) F 1 &
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REMEORLUFICEELRLTICTORHDT
H59.
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B LT, B&E - fiEEMAAZ L&Y, K
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BTo2b0L LTERUBEVRBLCE. $72,
ANEBRORE - BE, BEWRLILBHEOR
B, BHEFRHRRLEZORE - TR &SIE
ST, BRWT7T 70 —F X0 bEENT o —F
WEHINL LI ICRoTEA, L2L, BRI
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4 21HHEDHEBF LMDV s Va )y —FNHD
ENFHEHTORRICAITT
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= fhbED SN

LL, 20, 13T 20 Filbizo THDLNT
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WL - AERPAVEILFER L, [HERE] L5
ONTELHEMENO B EV) AT, Tz,
IT At - 73— N R AR & - MEBEEOLERE
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o, ZOFEBEULERBL, DL VHEF] 22
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T, TOESHME - MEEMEESNE L) ITh
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ZRABHBAILELD [HEDHB] OEHE
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OEYBHDLDICTHIENENTH 70, %
BRAHGEALURERZ, ZFRONTOFELZLD
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DOFENENPERT A LR, 361, K
EOEBENERT LI EiChorlz, 2F 0, %
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PLT, FRABHRIBBALED [WEHHEF]
X, BROBILO LT, EALTFELXHAIAD
el ol, BEEMORBE, ITIL ZFuo—xN
WMELDHELT, MEBEFEHEOH#E, EBERES O
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LTWwaDIZ, 8 - FFOKELTIT 5 5%
DRENVHELZEDTEX/ZDTH 5.

CREORIE) ICKDIHBOHR
COFEOHHARLELTHEDONLI LICE -
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