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FOREWORD

RACKHAM, David W.

Director, Institute for Educational Research and Service

The Institute for Educational Research and
Service (IERS) is an academic organization dedicated
to the promotion and support of research and ser-
vice in the field of education and its various cognate
disciplines and professions. As the current director
of the IERS, | am pleased to present for your consid-
eration Volume 46 of the Institute’s annual publica-
tion, Educational Studies. In this issue, you will find
articles authored by scholars in a variety of fields
related to the mandate of the Institute, including the
philosophy of education, international and compara-
tive education, audio-visual education {educational
technology and communications), educational psy-
chology, social psychology, clinical psychology, and
language research and teaching. | hope you will find
these articles to be stimulating and useful to your
own efforts in educational research and service.

As one might expect in a journal encouraging
contributions from a range of disciplines, a variety of
theoretical perspectives and methodologies will be
found in the articles presented here. In the interests
of coherence, recent editors have sought to encour-
age a sense of unity in diversity, at least in terms of
such routine matters as referencing and citation
style. | hope that this ongoing effort meets with
your satisfaction and approval.

Following in the tradition established with
Volume 45, we are including in this issue an outline
of the major activities of the Institute this past acad-
emic year (2003-2004), including a list of Institute-
sponsored lectures and summaries of Institute-affili-
ated projects, including the ongoing Bilingual
Children’s Education Project (BCEP) and its associat-
ed Children’s English Theater, and the Jissen-Share-
No-Kai (Japanese Language Education for Children)
project, each of which is devoted to encouraging a

sense of multiculturalism and multilingualism in their

participating members and in the wider community.
While much of this information is regularly updated
on the Institute’'s Website (http://subsite.
icu.ac.jpfiers), many members apparently find it easi-
er to keep abreast of the Institute’'s activities
through the medium of this printed joufnal. It should
also be noted that the IERS website now includes
links to other institutes of educational research and
service in Japan and around the world. It is planned
to add audio and/or video records of IERS-sponsored
lectures to the website as a service to those who
are unable to attend these events due to scheduling
problems of one sort or another. The Institute also
maintains an open Archives available to students,
faculty and anyone interested in the activities of the
Institute.

Educational Studies is now distributed to more
than 200 libraries and institutions around the world.
To our readers at home and abroad, we thank you
for your interest and concern and we welcome any
comments and suggestions you care to share with
us. Given this significant overseas circulation, we
encourage members to submit articles for publica-
tion in upcoming issues of the journal as a meaning-
ful way in which to disseminate your work to a

‘wider audience both within and beyond Japan. -

Almost every year we find one or more members
retiring from the Institute. In this issue we gratefully
acknowledge the contributions of Prof. Akihiro
Chiba, member of the first ICU graduating class
(1953-1957), a former UNESCO administrator in
Paris and Bangkok, and a former IERS director, who
is retiring from the ICU Graduate School of
Education after more than a decade of service to
both the undergraduate and graduate programs at
ICU following his retirement from UNESCO. As a
key participant in the Center of Excellence (COE)
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project now underway at ICU, | trust that Prof.
Chiba will continue to be a lively presence at the
Institute and that the Institute can, indeed, become
the home of the fruits of his COE project in the
coming years.
| would surely be remiss if | was not to acknowl
edge that this is the 50" academic year since the
founding of the IERS in 1953. As Prof. Kiyoko
Takeda records in her recent volume, Higher
Education for Tomorrow: International Christian
University and Postwar Japan, the Institute began
under the directorship of Prof. Daishiro Hidaka, a
former Vice-Minister of Education and Director of
the National Education Research Institute, as the
necessary precursor to the establishment of the
Graduate School of Education which was to be inau-
gurated officially in April, 1957 with Prof. Hidaka as
its first chairperson. In the founding issue of
Educational Studies in 1955, Prof. Hidaka wrote the
following:
“In Japan we cannot say that we had no basis
for democracy, but that the ideological elements
of democracy were not powerful, and that the
powers of reform did not develop to break the
spine of semi-feudalistic, anti-egalitarian, totalitar-
ian state authority since the Meiji period. After
defeat in the war, the military leadership was
removed by the aid of the allied powers and
administrative reform was undertaken in the
political and social system. But in order for a
democracy to function in political and social
reforms, the fostering of a democratic spirit
among the people is necessary. It is important to
nurture people who are capable of bearing a
world perspective and who are worthy of our
trust based on the Christian spirit and its culture.
The "Institute for Educational Research and
Service,” founded as a preparation for the estab-
lishment of the “Graduate School,” bears this
task. (cited from Takeda, 2003, p. 164).

As a strategic element in a pioneering institution,
ICU’s Institute of Educational Research and Service
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had a critical role to play not only in preparing the
way for the future Graduate School of Education but
also in helping to strengthen the foundations on
which [CU, as a whole, was being built. As the first
|ERS director, Prof. Hidaka's research and service
mandate for the Institute included the following: (1)
research on the philosophy of education (especially
the new democratically and internationally oriented
educational enterprise inherent in the ICU vision); (2)
research on the principles of Christianity in educa-
tion (particularly in Asia); (3) survey research on edu-
cation for international understanding; (4) research
on the psychology and sociology of education; (5)
research and testing related to the newly emerging
field of audiovisual education; and (6) a survey of
guidance problems of university students. The
University Bulletin issued in 1963 on the 10®
anniversary of the founding of ICU reiterated this
mandate along with the addition of several other
research projects, including a survey of concrete
methods of science education in junior and senior
Japanese high schools.

Along with the university in which it was playing
a critical role, the IERS was a pioneering institution
infused with the enthusiasm of those embarking on
a new adventure in higher education in Japan. As
the university developed and matured, so did the
[ERS, and the focus of the Institute’s research and
service activities evolved in response to changing
needs, changing times, changing membership and
changing directorship. The challenge in 2004 and
beyond is to rekindle that energy and enthusiasm
which, from all reports, was to be found in great
abundance in the early years, and to focus this ener-
gy on viable and significant IERS managed or
enabled projects to meet the needs of 21% century
citizens. Accordingly, the Institute hosted a 50%
anniversary celebration on February 28", 2004 in
which members past and present reflected on their
involvement with the IERS over the years and
shared some of their hopes and aspirations for the
Institute in the years to come.

Finally, | would like to extend my appreciation for



the kind support | have enjoyed from all members of
the Institute and the Institute staff over this past
year. To Mr. Kazuteru Kuramoto, our assistant edi-
tor, who will be taking up a teaching position at a
well-regarded private high school in Japan from
April, 2004, | extend my heartfelt thanks and very
best wishes for success in his transition to a new
academic setting.
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