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Introduction

More than two decades have passed since
the conference on “Attrition of Language
Skills” was held at the University of
Pennsylvania, U.S.A., which many acknowl-
edge as the initial landmark of research in the
area of language attrition. Since then,
researchers have accumulated a considerable
amount of knowledge, have specialized the
field into several subdisciplines, and have
spread their interest to Europe as well as to
other areas of the world including Japan.

The bibliography that follows is a compila-
tion on one of the subdisciplines, second /
foreign language attrition. Societal attrition
(language shift and death), language relearn-
ing, attrition associated with aging, and
pathological attrition are excluded from the
list*. The focus is on the attrition of a second
or foreign language in the first language envi-
ronment, but some literature on first language
attrition which provides relevant discussion
on second language attrition is included.
Since one of the aims of the bibliography is to
provide novice researchers with current
information, only those materials that are
published and relatively more accessible are
listed, with a few exceptions, and references

are necessarily selective for lack of space.
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