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ABSTRACT

The present essay relates the rebirth of humanism in twenty-century America and the reform of higher
education in postwar Japan. Contrary to the assumed predominance of pragmatic educational philosophy
in post-war educational reform in Japan, those American scholars with the background of hummanities
prepared higher-education-reform plans on behalf of the US Education Mission to this country. These
members derived from the revival of humanism as against the sway of monistic naturalism characteristic of
the university movement in the United States and, as such, they shared the sense of affinity of Christianity
and humanism. Thus, the proposed introduction of general education reflected emphasis upon
humanities to be taught, hopefully, by those who had faith in the supernatural, vis-a-vis by materialists
whose understanding of human beings would be prone to the promotion of communism in higher
education. The higher education reform in postwar Japan was simultaneously humanistic as well as
political, a complex to be extricated for a better understanding of conditions for successful programs of

general and liberal education in this country.
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