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ABSTRACT

This study examines the significance and necessity of differentiation of the phallic phase from the Oedipal
phase in order to understand the female developmental process. The study summarizes the characteristics
and developmental tasks for each phase. Consequently, the following observations were pointed out. First,
the psychological functions acquired in the phallic phase contribute to ego development in the subsequent
phases of conflict and become the energy for maturity. In clinical practice, these functions become the
energy to work through the CCRT of neurotic patients. Second, the castration complex for women is
different from that of men. Its characteristics are much closer to those of the phallic phase such as
identification, narcissism, and superego. Third, compared with men, working through the female

castration complex relatively contributes to the integration of self-representation.
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