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Abstract

In this study, I investigated the research background of framing
by the media and deduced the concepts of episodic and thematic
media framing to be the key elements when studying the transmitting
factors of television news activities. Next, I considered the audience’s
orientation towards media exposure, namely the reality and fantasy
orientation towards television news, to be key elements when studying

the receiving factors of television news activities. By employing
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these two transmitting factors and two receiving factors as television
news activities, one can obtain four different combinations. From
these four combinations I formulated the following hypotheses. First,
I inferred that a higher degree of reality orientation towards television
news than fantasy orientation will result in the construction of sub-
jective social reality among the audience. However, the difference in
exposure to episodic and thematic media framing would result in a
difference in the integrity of the construction of subjective social
reality. Therefore, I formulated hypothesis one and two.
Hypothesis 1: Those who have a higher degree of reality
orientation toward television news rather than fantasy orientation
and have more exposure to thematic media framing than
episodic media framing will construct an integrated subjective
social reality.
Hypothesis 2: Those who have a higher degree of reality
orientation toward television news than fantasy orientation
and have more exposure to episodic media framing than
thematic media framing will construct a short-circuited
subjective social reality.

Next, I inferred that a higher degree of fantasy orientation towards
television news than reality orientation would result in obstructing
the construction of subjective social reality and therefore result in a
difference in the way the audience processes the news.

Hypothesis 3: Those who have a higher degree of fantasy
orientation toward television news than reality orientation
and have more exposure to thematic media framing than
episodic media framing will process news as a topic of
conversation.

Hypothesis 4: Those who have a higher degree of fantasy

orientation toward television news than reality orientation



and have more exposure to episodic media framing than
thematic media framing will process news as entertainment.
I conducted three preliminary surveys prior to the main survey.
In the first preliminary survey, I conducted a content analysis of all
broadcasted news programs in the Tokyo metropolitan area imme-
diately prior to the main survey. In order to classify broadcast news
programs into episodic and thematic media framing, I used a
classificatory criterion of the following elements characteristic of
thematic media framing: 1) circumstance, 2) previous event, 3)
history, 4) verbal reaction, 5) expectation, and 6) evaluation. Those
programs with a high frequency of the classificatory criterion elements
were considered to be thematic and those with a low frequency to be
episodic. In the second preliminary survey, I tested the validity of
the measurement tools for reality and fantasy orientation towards
television news (7 questions each, total 14), and in the third prelimi-
nary survey I tested the measurement tools for cognitive style (for
construction of subjective social reality), the processing of television
news as a topic of conversation and entertainment (6 questions each,
total 18). All of these questions will be measured by a five-point
scale. Furthermore, to measure the construction of subjective social
reality more objectively, I utilized an associative network apparatus
where the subjects will select eight elements (nodes) out of a list
concerning a news heading and be asked to write down the elements
into ovals if they can identify them and furthermore, write arrows
with explanations of how the elements interrelate (links). The total
number of elements (nodes) and arrows with valid eplanation (links)
will measure the construction of integrated or short-circuited
subjective social reality among the subjects.
The main survey was conducted from mid-April to mid-May of
1998 to test the four hypotheses. The subjects were 867 Japanese
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university freshmen and sophomores from the Tokyo and Chiba,
Saitama, Kanagawa prefectures. 1 selected these subjects to control
demographic variables and to effectively gain as many subjects to
test the four hypotheses of television news by utilizing Japanese
university students’ tendency to only watch television news and not
read newspapers or newsmagazines. The total of valid responses was
675. These subjects were divided into four groups according to their
degree of fantasy or reality orientation towards television news and
exposure to episodic or thematic media framing in order to test the
four hypotheses. Ithen conducted a factor analysis (varimax rotation)
and extracted three factors: 1) topic of conversation, 2) entertainment,
and 3) construction of social reality. Next, I conducted t-tests with
the highest and next highest means of the responses constructing
each factor. Through the results of these t-tests, hypothesis three
and four were supported. Finally, I conducted a y? to analyze the
responses of the associative network apparatus. As a result, hypotheses
one and two were supported. Therefore, all four hypotheses were
supported by the results of this survey.

I found that the associative network apparatus in the main
survey was a burden to many of the subjects and therefore resulted
in many incomplete responses. Further development of a less severe
method of measuring the integrity of the construction of subjective
social reality is important for future research. Also the fact that the
subjects were not randomly sampled limits the extent of how to
generalize my findings, however I can also argue that the selection of
the subjects for this survey was necessary for the conditions to gain
enough data to test the hypotheses.

Through these results, I have accomplished the establishment of
a new valid classificatory criterion of elements for analyzing episodic

and thematic media framing. I also reproduced Iyengar’s (1991)



variables to be valid concepts for empirical research. I confirmed
that reality and fantasy orientation towards media exposure are
equally valid concepts for empirical research in mass communication.
The relationship between television news activities and the conse-
quences among the audience were clarified by the supported
hypotheses.
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BOLNELTHREL, BEMLZEHOWHFIRET S 7L — 208
A REROLD, 2F) [Za—R - 7b—a] ELTHRRA, 2O [=
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(conceptual tool) TH AL, Tbb [7L— 4| ITFHEDE ) FR D5
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[EIEHRBH ] &1, BIERAYICIZEHMASE S N v, FOHEIZEMT 5

199



200

CEICEDAPRERR L 2T LB LZEEIE) DOTH L, [BHEHHE
DEEOEE &L LT, Bib - BEOME (FAEELEBRBRZHB. Kl
DT#EZE), #Z (BHF). H#F. XK. RRR2LETH5, FRADENR
DFFZEDOHREL BERMO 250 LTEZ LN,

72720, TENRRRBN] & [RBEIREN] d#CI LT —EFndbDL LT
3ZR SNz, Bl ITAIREREN 2 [JUTE] OFHRED. KA EHL S D
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