177

international Christian University
B Educational Studies 42 / 2000
pp. 177-189

IRZ@X Articles

 BLWOBHR

T3 I NVABEBREFRENDDHVOLIHFHORE

Conversation Signals:
Brazilian learners of Japanese

ERE%? AT v %A OHEHRRZE
YU m | kO TO M l N a g a The Rio de Janeiro Federal University

HARZEHEHZE., 750, Hpnoh

JAPANESE LANGUAGE EDUCATION, BRAZIL, AIZUCHI,

CONVERSATIONAL SIGNALS

Abstract

The development of communication abilities has been the main
concern of the teaching of foreign languages. In the case of the Japanese
language, the approach of “Aizuchi — Conversation signals” is parti-
cularly interesting because it is related to a conversational signal
system that has a very important function in communication interac-
tion. “Aizuchi” functions comprise signals:

1. that indicate the other person is listening to the conversation,

2. of understanding of the given information,

3. of subject agreement,

4. that indicate doubt or disagreement by the listener
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In this research, three teaching plans of 15 to 30 minutes of du-
ration were developed to be applied to Japanese language students of
the Rio de Janeiro Federal University (Universidade Federal do Rio
de Janeiro — UFR]J) and the Rio de Janeiro Japanese Language School.
The main assumptions of those plans are:

Functions and types of “Aizuchi”,

Basic timing of using “Aizuchi”,

“Aizuchi” with listener assessment and without assessment;

“So desu ka” intonation,

Class activities to stimulate the output through role-play.
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