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Abstract

In Korea, the establishment of early modern schools for girls con-
fronted limits and criticism due to heavy patrilineal and patriarchal
principles. Until Korea promulgated its civil law in 1909, women in
general did not have full names, and they were called only by either
their first names or by their surnames without an honorific title. The
social existence of women was so insignificant that traditional Korean
society did not even allow identifying a woman by her full name. Often
a woman’s name would not be inscribed in her family’s registry. In
many cases, her name was replaced with her husband’s name in the
family registry when she got married.

The establishment of education for women in Korea depended

on the interplay of three different forces: American missionaries,
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Korean private individuals, and efforts of the Korean government.
Thus, the development of schools for women can be seen from how
these different groups interacted. This article examines the develop-
ment of women’s education between the 1880s when the first Christian
mission schools were established, and 1910, when Korea officially
became a Japanese colony. The focus is on the three groups working
to establish education for women and the responses they met, both
on the official level and in public opinion. In this article, questions
concerning educational thoughts related to women’s education in
the 1890s and the conflicts and limits to the Confucian view of edu-
cation for women will be explored by focusing on how Christian-
initiated schools for girls met these limits and criticisms. The growth
of Korean private schools established against the Japanese influence
in Korea’s educational enterprise, the Korean government initiatives
for educating women, and the themes related to gender and
knowledge under the Japanese colonial administration will also be
discussed focusing on the development of higher schools, new

women, and the birth of professionalism
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