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Director of IERS JOhﬂ C Maher

This is the millennium issue of Educational Studies. It welcomes the 21st
Century.

The first issue of journal of the Institute for Educational Research and
Service appeared in 1955 and its themes tell the story of the time: freedom
of speech, the Emperor system, the philosophical basis of tolerance, national
stereotyping in school textbooks, the introduction of new material resources
in schools, the formulation of a new philosophy of education. The pre-
occupations of 45 years ago are superficially different but their philo-
sophico-ethical thrust is the same as now. Plus ¢a change. The 2000 issue
covers big questions: personal rights, gender matters, sexual knowledge and
identity, community views of life and death, the psychology of work and
stress.

The cover and design of our journal has changed. The millennium issue
is a good opportunity to move in a new direction. The presentation and
style of papers has been unified. We have introduced bilingual key words
and Japanese language abstracts for English language articles. The Institute
regularly receives complimentary books and we have inserted a book review
section: a good point of entry by younger or newer members of the Institute.
We have built a new distribution list which deletes defunct organizations
and includes a wider range of educational institutes and organizations
domestically and internationally.

A new year is both a new mixture and the cloudy residue of a previous

one. This issue embodies the bright hope for new life in the 21st century as



well as an obituary for the horrors and misdeeds of the 20th. It is mixture
of rejoicing and melancholia. Our world is still torn apart with massive
problems of injustice and oppression: discrepancies of poverty and wealth,
knowledge and ignorance. We close the 20th century in educational foment;
hardly a new phenomenon. Intellectual debate forces us to re-evaluate our
knowledge and beliefs. Toward century’s end, the postmodernist movement
called for a war against totalities. It challenged the hegemony of single
world views, rigid distinctions of high culture vs. low culture, the insistence
on national histories over ‘local’ histories, the simplistic equation of history
with progress, the rigidity of disciplinary boundaries. Some contributions
in this issue reflect this orientation.

The publication of a journal is a public ritual. By publishing our work, we
are public intellectuals. We come out and say something. The intellectual
must take a stand without standing still. An intellectual is either a mere
legislator of the status quo or someone with challenging things to say. To
do research is an opportunity to change and to do educational research is
to be in a steady state of auto-critique.

Every issue of ‘Educational Studies’ is a call for a better world. It is hoped
that every issue can change something, someone. Even a little. The work of
the educational researcher is to push boundaries and explore: new forms of
educational community, the relation between authority and knowledge,
the pedagogical conditions necessary for decentering the curriculum and
opening up pedagogical spaces, re-imagining schools as democratic public
spheres, the analysis of political, philosophical and ethical practices through
which young people become accountable to themselves.

By publishing our work we are planting seeds of knowledge for students
and colleagues. There is a old cliché which seeks to explain the word ‘edu-
cation’ as a derivation from educere, a verb which means to draw out or
lead forth. The origin of the term is, as Latin scholars know, not educere

but educare, an agricultural term meaning “to grow a crop, breed animals”.
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Roman scholars looked upon education much as they did farming. Keep
drawing out without putting in and you exhaust the soil. Likewise, it is the
task of the educator not to pull the harvest from the soil, but to improve
the crop with careful cultivation. We hope that minds and spirits can be

nourished by this 2000 issue.



