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Economic Analysis of Farm Family Life Cycle
in Postwar Japan

——From an analysis angle for elucidating social defferentiation of
Japanese farmers after the war

by Shigeru Kobayashi

The Land Reform after the war has produced many independent
petty farmers, destroying the old semi-feudalistic landlord system.
Since completion of the reform in 1950, ten years have passed, but
these many petty farmers produced by the reform still exist and
neither agricultural enterprisers nor farm laborers have come into
being in the meantime from among these petty farmers. The follow-
ing three reasons may be advanced to explain the above mentioned
gituation : (1) Monopolistic capitalism has borne pressure on
farmers and farming directly, from outside, in place of the semi-
feudalistic landlordism and accordingly farming has become increas-
ingly an unprofitable business after the reform. On the other hand,
however, the same monopolistic capitalism does not provide Iabor
market large enough to absorb workers who failed to be “inde-
pendent petty farmers ”. Under these conditions, mauny petty part-
time farmers who are “independent farmers” in form still prevail.
(2) These petty part-time farmers hold on fast to the small-size
farmland for subsistence, and this has raised the price of the farm-
land to the highest rate for which even the big farmers can hardly
afford to purchase the farmland for the purpose of expanding their
farming as agricultural enterprise. (3) Persistence of the scattered
ownership of small-size farmland by many petty farmers prevent
the big farmers from developing big collective farmland. However,
the fact that these many independent petty farmers have not been
destroyed during these ten years and are still prevailing under the
capitalistic economy means that each petty farmer’s economy
functions by itself. Thus it becomes necessary for understanding
the social differentiation of farmers after the war to analyze how
the petty farmer’s economy iiself iz operating under the above
mentioned conditions. As it happens, in the petty farmer’s house-
hold, consumer economy and producer economy are unified in
a farm family economy. In other words, the consumer of the petty .
farmer’s economy is the personnel of the family and the producer
in it 15 also the labor of the same farmily. However, the wave
motion (cycle) of family size does not coincide with that of the
family labor. In the present essay, the life cycle of farm family is
analyzed from the above mentioned angle for the purpose of
making clear how the petty farmer’s economy functions by itself
under the control of monopolistic capitalism from outside.



