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been so great, that I have been censured by divers for it. God knows that, for
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See Sydney V. James “The Worlds of Roger Williams," William and Mary
Quarterly, XXXII, 1976, pp. 99-109. Hik ¥ + ¥ 7 & X O L gk L,
Bt ®B Cv-5, “The elfort is worthwhile because his career has been
simplified too much and has been treated too freely to make it the vehicle for a
message.” p. 99.

LeRoy Maore, pp. 434-38.

G. W. Lafantasie, ed., The Correspondence of Roger Williams (University Press
of New England, 1989), 2 vals.



4 V7 AR=2 YRPEEE 47

ROGER WILLIAMS AND JOHN COTTON
CONTROVERSY RE-RECONSIDERED

{Summary}
Naokt Onishi

The present article aims at reconsidering the famous controversy
between Roger Willlams and John Cotton in early 17th century New
England, while clarifying Williams’ idea of religious freedom.

Surveying the eventful life of Williams and Massachusetts orthodo-
xy's attitude against Williams, the descriptions of Willilams in New
England histories by early Puritans, namely, William Bradford, John
Winthrop and Cotton Mather are discussed. From those negative
views, then, we would like to follow the process of his changing
image; from the heroic democratic figure depicted in the Main
Currents by Parrington, to Perry Miller's Williams as a typologist. We
will also follow the conflicting ideas concerning religious freedom and
the reason of it in the exchange of documents between Williams and
Cotton.

Finally, Sacvan Bercovitch's analysis of the controversy, together with
Jesper Rosenmierer's research on Wiliiams imminent sense of
Millennium is examined. We will see from those that the controversy
was vehement, for one thing, because of the different methods of
typology, and the other, because of Cotton's belief that Millennium
would begin in 1655. In both aspects, Roger Williams kept a kind of
distance with God, and because of this, paradoxically, he could maintain
his characteristic piety.



