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A Study of the Difference in the Recognition of “hai” and “ee”
by Non-Japanese Speakers

Yasuko KANAYAMA , Rica NINOMIIYA
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This study examined the difference in the recognition of “hai” and “ee” among 13 non-
Japanese speakers through a questionnaire in 2006. We analyzed the influence of factors such as
the duration of Japanese study and of residence in Japan on the participants’ recognitions.

Our results revealed several significant differences in recognition between those whose total
duration of Japanese study and residence in Japan was less than 9 years and those who spent
more than 9 years for the same. The latter correctly responded with “hai” or “ee” twice as
frequently as the former. For both groups, the percentage of correct answers was high for the
usage of “hai” and “ee” regarding encounters in everyday life or in the Japanese language class.
For those who spent less than 9 years, closeness and the honorific aspect were more influential
in deciding whether to use “hai” or “ee.” Therefore, many of them did not choose “ee” where

this option could have been correct.





