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New Buds, Old Roots:
Postwar Higher Education
at a Christian Girls’ School

Patricia Sippel

In 1950, Toyo Eiwa Junior College (Toyo Eiwa Tanki Daigaku) was one of 149 two-
year colleges founded as part of a broad educational reform introduced by the Allied
Occupation in order to democratize Japan. Prepared hurriedly to meet government
deadlines, the College had just one department, Early Education (Hoiku), though
English was to be added two years later and International Liberal Arts in the 1980s.
For almost half a century, the College offered a two-year program of higher education
for women. It was absorbed as a faculty of the four-year Toyo Eiwa Women’s
University in 1994 before ending in 1999.

Although Toyo Eiwa Junior College was part of the new democratic education
envisaged by Japan’s postwar Occupation authorities, it also carried the marks of its
own interrupted traditions. The first was its tradition as a Christian educational
institution, founded in 1884 by Canadian Methodist women missionaries who aimed
to change Japan by offering an English-oriented and academically challenging
education to girls. A second tradition was in kindergarten teacher training, reflecting
the efforts of the foreign missionaries to establish progressive early education in Japan
during the opening decades of the twentieth century. Both of these traditions were
interrupted in the 1930s, when Toyo Eiwa, like other mission schools, was pressured
to conform to the emperor-centered policies of the Japanese government. Christianity
was removed from the educational program and foreign teachers were removed from
positions of administrative responsibility. Following the outbreak of war in December
1941, Toyo Eiwa’s foreign missionary staff were forced to return to their homeland.
Many continued their Japanese mission by volunteering to work as teachers in
internment camps set up for Japanese-Canadians; after the war ended, several
returned to their posts in Japan. Amongst them, Frances Hamilton, who had come to
Japan in 1917, had served as the last Canadian principal of the school from 1925 to
1931 and again from 1932 to 1938, and had worked in the Lemon Creek Internment
Camp during the war, returned to Japan in 1947 After helping with preparations to
establish the Toyo Eiwa junior college, she became its first department head in 1950.
The college occupied the school building completed under Hamilton’s direction in
1933.

This talk introduces the work of Canadian missionary women to advance girls’
education and kindergarten teacher education in Japan from the 1880s through the
1920s, the challenges they confronted from the 1930s, and their efforts to continue
their mission during and after World War II. Finally, the talk presents the postwar
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establishment of Toyo Eiwa Junior College as Toyo Eiwa’s effort to reclaim a
progressive past that had been distorted and interrupted by militaristic nationalism
and war.
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