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CHRISTIANITY AND TRADITIONAL CULTURE
IN KOREAN SOCIETY

{Summary}
Kenji Hidemura

Korean Protestantism has a hundred-vear history; the population
of the Protestant Christians are about eight million and the rapid
increase of the Protestant membership has occurred since the 1960’s,
This paper focuses on the daily life and activities of the Protestant
Church and the Christians in the present Korean Society by pursuing
on anthropological research at the Yonhui Presbyterian Church in
Seoul.

Over the Sixty percents of the Ydnhui Church members are women
and the daily activities of the Church are undertaken by some
female members who cooperate with the ministers and female
missionaries. But the system and operation of the Church are mainly
managed by the male members, especially some presbyters.

Women are organized by units of circuit and each unit holds
about ten households as a core of the Church organization. In
circuits, new members or young women make good terms with each
other.

The conflict between Protestantism and Confucianism becomes
apparent with the issue of ancestor worship; and with regard to
ancestor worship women are placed in a disadvantageous situation
especially when their hushand or their father in law are not
Christian.

In contrast, Protestantism in some cases are not so antagonistic to
Musok, that is, Korean traditional shamanistic belief. For there can



170

be seen certain similarities between Protestantism and Musok in the
content and mode of prayer. For example, the Protestant Christians
have prayer meetings every early morning (Shaebydk-Kidchoe) and
every Friday midnight. And each attendant offers vocal prayer in his
or her own manner in the prayer meetings.

Particularly, healing rituals have been performed at Kidowon
which is special prayer place run by Shamanistic female Christians.

Korean Christianity is filling the vacant space between Confucian-
ism and Musok which has been made by the urbanization and
modernization processes in modern Korean society.



