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IRAERY A LDEE

The Transition of Cosmopolitanism

{Summary

- Harunori Takada

This essay makes a general survey the transition of Cosmopolitanism, and
picks up concepts of cosmopolitanism by Cynic Diogenes, Stoics, Kant,
movement of world governance after WW 1, the ideas of Charter of the UN,
Commision on Global Governance and the notion of David Held’s cosmopolitan
democracy.

In Greek, Diogenes spoke out the word and concept of cosmopolitanism in
the world. And Stoics developed the idea from Diogenes. They advocated
cosmopolitanism because of their basic concept, the universality of logos. They
thought that logos controls and leads all things. One of the unique points of the
idea of Stoics was not to accept to set the barriers between human beings.

In Kant’s cosmopolitanism, it refuses the construction of the universal state
and it becomes the contents, which utilize the existence of the nation state. At
this point, it is also common to cosmopolitanism after Kant, and very important
idea.

The notion of David Held’s cosmopolitan democracy is not to deny that the
nation state exists, but the concept to take the duty to complement the system of
the present situation, like other concepts of cosmopolitanism. The basis of his
theory is the problem of “the principle of autonomy” and globalization. The
principle of autonomy is one of perspective from liberal democracy. For him the
principle of autonomy is the core of project of democracy. In other words, his
notion of cosmopolitan democracy is promotion of principle of autonomy at the
global level.

And the definition of principle of autonomy by him is “persons should enjoy

rights and accordingly, equal obligations in the specification of the political
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framework which generates and limits the opportunities available to them,; that is,
they should be free and equal in the determination of the conditions of their own
lives, so long as they do not deploy this framework to negate the rights of
others.” This autonomy becomes to be kept from infringed in the conventional
community by the globalization. He thinks of globalization as widening of the
strength and the rapidness, and the impact reaches strongly in the sides of a lot
of social life in addition to nation state’s being, and losing autonomy and people”s
relation’s and network’s widening the globalization. However, he does not
recognize that the consciousness that the global and universal level have not
been born.

Cosmopolitan democracy requires that it be enshrined within the
constitutions of parliaments and assemblies at the national and international level;
and that the influence of international courts is extended so that groups and
individuals have an effective means of suing political authorities for the
enactment and enforcement of key rights and obligations, both within and
beyond political associations. Moreover, cosmopolitan democracy would also
require the formation of an authoritative assembly of all democratic states and
agencies -a reformed General Assembly of the UN, or a complement to it. Like
the policy involvement to the local community and the sovereign nation,
thorough going of democracy is demanded about the relation among the states.
He regards cosmopolitan democratic law as democratic public law enforced
within and beyond states, and as to apply principle of autonomy global level. And
he also thinks that political control on market and economic action for realization
of cosmopolitan democracy is legitimate action.

The opportunity that most of cosmopolitanism happens is with the repulsion
to the politics of the present situation. Therefore, there are many critiques that it
is idealism or utopianism against cosmopolitanism, but it can always not be called
merely idealism because it is a conception for the breakthrough of the present

situation.
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