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The“Schmitt-Problem” :
A Consideration of the History of Political Thought as One of
“the Historical Sciences”

<Summary>

Aiko Takahashi

This article examines the so-called “Schmitt-Problem”which arises from
polemical evaluations about Carl Schmitt’s legal and political thinking. As a
typical example of this “Problem”, I examine a dispute between Kurt Sontheimer
and Helmut Quaritsch regarding the fundamental evaluation of Carl Schmitt,
which took place soon after Schmitt’s death on April 7, 1985. I point out the
defects in the arguments of both Sontheimer and Quaritsch and at the same
time propose the basic methodological requirements which are necessary for

Schmitt-studies today.
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